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A century of wool: Join the 95th NWGA congress

The 95th annual congress of the National Wool Growers’ Association of South Africa
(NWGA) will take place on Wednesday, 3 June 2026, at the Mentorskraal conference
centre in Jeffreys Bay.

This congress holds particular significance as it forms part of the association’s centenary
celebrations (1926–2026), marking 100 years of dedicated service to the South African
wool producers. As the foremost gathering of organised wool growers in the country, the
2026 congress will stand as the largest and most historic celebration of wool in the
association’s history.

Under the theme, ‘Honouring our heritage, Weaving our future’, the programme will reflect
on a century of leadership, resilience, and collective progress within the wool industry.
Delegates will hear more about the milestones, challenges and achievements that have
shaped the industry, acknowledging the contributions of generations of producers who
have built and sustained South Africa’s wool legacy.

The congress will feature three dedicated panel discussions centred around the critical
pillars of developing, regenerative, and sustainable agriculture. These sessions will be
facilitated by respected industry leaders, including Wandile Sihlobo, chief economist of
Agbiz; Chris Burgess, editor of Landbouweekblad; and Deon Saayman, CEO of Cape
Wools SA. Their insights will offer strategic perspective on economic realities, industry
sustainability, and future growth opportunities for wool producers.

True to the organisation’s tradition, strong farmer participation will remain central to the
proceedings. Constructive engagement and deliberation will culminate in formal congress
resolutions, ensuring that the collective voice of producers continues to guide the industry
policy, advocacy priorities, and long-term planning.

The 95th congress is more than just an annual gathering – it is a defining moment in the
history of organised wool production in South Africa. Producers and role-players alike are
invited to be part of this landmark occasion as we honour a proud heritage and confidently
weave the future of South African wool.

 

 

PLAASLIKE NUUS / LOCAL NEWS

Changes in shearing practices bring results

Farmers from the Qwebe-Qwebe shed in the Gwatyu rural community outside Queenstown
in the Eastern Cape, have opted to shear during February and March instead of the
traditional September-October shearing season.

According to the National Wool Growers Association (NWGA) production advisor Sibusiso
Ndwanya, the sheep are in better condition this time of the year, with less burr seed
contaminating the wool. This will further improve the clean yield of their wool.

Over the past two seasons, sheep mortalities have reduced considerably, as shearing now
takes place in the summer months instead of after winter, when sporadic cold fronts occur.

 

 

Landboustudente baat by
NWKV-opleiding
Die graad 10-skoliere by Landboudal
Hoërskool in Jacobsdal, het entoesiasties
deelgeneem aan ’n skaaphanterings-
kursus wat deur die Nasionale
Wolkwekersvereniging (NWKV) se
produksie-adviseur, Eben van Wyk,
aangebied is. Johannes van Rooyen van
Zoetis het die afdeling oor
dieregesondheid behartig.

Hierdie hanteringskursus vorm deel van
die praktiese punt wat aan die einde van
die jaar aan skoliere toegeken word.

 

 

 

Thank you, Wool Testing Bureau

Every year during the national management
midyear meeting, the Wool Testing Bureau
plays host to the NWGA.

This relationship between the Bureau and
wool growers have been nurtured for more
than 25 years and without exception, the
hospitality of managing director, Wian Heath
and his team, was enjoyed by farmers,
wives, and staff.

The Wool Testing Bureau is situated in
Gqeberha and is the only International Wool
Textile Organisation-licensed test house in
Africa. They test and certify all greasy wool
sold at auctions in South Africa.

 

Victoria-Wesskou: Trotse telers steel die kollig

Die Victoria-Wesskou was vanjaar weer ’n groot sukses. Heelwat meer diere is vir beide
die Merino-skou en die Noord-Kaapse Persiekampioenskap ingeskryf, en verskeie ander
items is aangebied.

Die Victoria-Wesskou het op 6 Februarie met ’n Merino-skou afgeskop waartydens agt
telers 160 Merino’s uitgestal het. Die grootkampioenram kom uit die kudde van Gerrit
Viljoen van Richmond. Dieselfde ram het twee weke tevore ook die Richmond-skou
gewen.

Lees meer.

 

Manage predation-related losses through training

Mpofu Training Centre near Fort Beaufort in the Eastern Cape served as the venue for
predation management training for communal farmers from Hertzog, Kolomana, and
Lushington.

NWGA production advisors Khanyiso Mzayifani and Willem Goosen explained the
different catching and feeding patterns of jackal and caracal to identify the predator. The
communities reported that the black-backed jackal and stray dogs were more likely to
attack their sheep.

The knowledge of the training course and the practical demonstration of setting cage
traps equipped participants with skills they can apply to better manage and reduce
predation losses.

 

 

Steynsburg Animal Hospital rolls out urban livestock agri plan

The Steynsburg Animal Hospital in the
Eastern Cape called a meeting with
commonage and communal producers on
11 February. The meeting took place at the
Khayamnandi community hall in
Steynsburg and the council chambers of
Molteno. Dr Johan van Rooyen and his co-
worker, Wandile Khave, in partnership with
Karoo farming enterprises, discussed and
implemented a health plan for livestock in
these areas.

“We will do pregnancy examinations, treat
sick animals, vaccinate and control
parasites, and keep records,” said Dr Van
Rooyen. “A committee was elected for each
town’s communal producers, and we
endeavour to appoint someone to oversee
control measures, with the co-operation of
the South African police service and the
municipality. It is heartening to see how
willing the people are to co-operate,
despite the lack of resources to obtain
medicine and feed for their animals.”

Read more.

 

NWKV Wes-Kaap belê vir 13de jaar in sy jeug

NWKV Wes-Kaap beloon jaarliks die twee
beste tweedejaar-studente in wolkunde
aan die Elsenburg Landbou-
opleidingsinstituut met ’n studietoer na
Gqeberha, waar hulle die
wolwaardeketting eerstehands kan ervaar.

Julia Sloane en Christelle Joubert beskryf
vanjaar se woltoer as ’n inspirerende
ervaring. Hulle was veral beïndruk met die
groot aantal prosesse wat ná die plaashek
plaasvind om wol bemark en verkoop te
kry. Hulle is vergesel deur Jacobus
Neethling en Pieter Steyn, albei jong boere
in die Bredasdorp-distrik.

Die twee-dag toer het ’n besoek aan ’n
wolpakhuis, wolveiling en
prosesseringsfasiliteit ingesluit. Die spin-
en weefproses van bokhaar en
alpakkavesels tot gare is gedemonstreer,
en interessante eindprodukte is uitgewys.

Hulle is ook aan die werksaamhede van Cape Wools SA, die NWKV en ’n kopershuis
bekendgestel. Die laaste besoek was aan die Woltoetsburo waar hulle kon sien hoe wol
vir skoonopbrengs, stapellengte en treksterkte getoets word.

 

Woltoer ’n wen vir
Elsenburg

Volgens dr Jasper Cloete, dosent aan die
Elsenburg Landbou-opleidingsinstituut en
studieleier van topstudente, Julia Sloane en
Christelle Joubert, het die kompetisie onder
studente om die woltoer mee te maak, ‘n
drastiese verbetering in die gemiddelde
klaspunt teweeggebring.

Hy merk ook ’n toename in studente se
betrokkenheid en belangstelling in
skeeropleiding, Merino- en Dohne Merino-
keuringskursusse, asook in studente wat
belangstel om Springbokkop-
wolklasseringskursusse te volg.

Dit is ook verblydend dat die studente wat diereproduksie as hoofstudierigting neem, in
die laaste tien jaar toegeneem het.

 

Predation management
training

According to NWGA production advisor, XL
Nyamela, farmers from Flagstaff, Eastern
Cape, are experiencing increasing
predation challenges involving caracal and
stray dogs. A recent predation
management training course presented at
Sigubudwini shearing shed was therefore
welcomed by all. Mr Nyamela among
others demonstrated how cage traps can
be used to effectively capture caracal and
stray dogs.

 

Het jy al geregistreer vir die Dohne Merino Wêreldkongres?

Die Dohne Merino is ’n dubbeldoelige
skaap wat vir wol- en vleisproduksie geteel
word en selfs op strawwe suurveld kan
floreer. Hulle lammers groei vinnig en toon
’n bogemiddelde daaglikse toename.
Hierdie skaapras se wol is ook van so ’n
gehalte dat dit as duursaam geag word en
ideaal vir kledingstukke is.

Om meer oor die Dohne Merino skaapras
te ontdek, te netwerk met internasionale
Dohne Merino-produsente, en te deel in die
60-jaar vieringe van hierdie
skaaptelersgenootskap in Suid-Afrika,
bespreek vandag nog jou sitplek by die
wêreldkongres.

Van 18 tot 24 Oktober 2026 in Kaapstad.

Registreer hier.

 

Leerders onderrig in bestuurspraktyke op ’n skaapplaas

Dit is die eerste jaar dat die NWKV by die
praktiese opleiding van leerders aan die
Hoër Volkskool Graaff-Reinet betrokke is.

Juan Venter, NWKV Oos-Kaap produksie-
adviseur, het graad 10-, 11- en 12-studente
touwys gemaak oor die korrekte hantering
van vee. Die fokus was op die identifisering
van interne en eksterne parasiete, sowel as
die voorkoming van wolbesoedeling. Die
studente kon die praktiese aspekte van
tatoeëring, stertjies afsit, en die doseer en
inent van diere eerstehands ervaar.

 

OVK skenk sleepwa vir skeerderopleiding

Dankie aan OVK vir die skeeropleiding-sleepwa wat aan
die NWKV Wes-Kaap toevertrou is om belangstelling in
skaapskeer te bevorder.

NWKV produksie-adviseur, Jannie Fourie, gebruik die
sleepwaentjie, wat ten volle met skeertoerusting toegerus
is, by Wes-Kaapse skole om leerders se vaardighede in
skaapskeer op te skerp. Verder word die sleepwa ook by
skoue ingespan vir praktiese skeerdemonstrasies.

INTERNASIONALE NUUS / INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Sheep wool can be used to restore soil – Australia at the forefront

A documentary by Mandarin Tech explores how Australia confronted a growing land
degradation crisis by rethinking something long overlooked: sheep wool.

Once treated as waste, millions of tons of low-grade wool are now being returned to dry,
damaged soil, helping it retain water, support microbial life, and slowly rebuild its
structure. What began as small-scale trials soon revealed results strong enough to draw
the attention of researchers far beyond Australia.

 

 

Autralian wool production for 2025/26 revised down to 244,7 Mkg
greasy

The Australian Wool Production Forecasting Committee’s (AWPFC) third forecast of shorn
wool production for the 2025/26 season is 244.7 Mkg greasy. This is 12.6% lower than the
2024/25 estimate and a 6.9 Mkg greasy downward revision of the August 2025 forecast.

Read more.

 

Shearer visa crisis in UK threatens global cultural exchange

A recent decision by the UK Home Office to refuse a concession allowing overseas sheep
shearers to enter the country without work visas, threatens to end a long‑standing tradition
of cultural and educational exchange within the shearing industry, says the National Sheep
Association (NSA).

The NSA expressed its disappointment after learning of the decision, which had been
communicated to the National Association of Agricultural Contractors (NAAC), the body
responsible for leading the visa concession application on Monday, 2 February.

The NSA believes this ruling jeopardises the global exchange of knowledge and skills, as
the UK welcomes shearers each spring and in turn sees its own shepherds and shearers
travel to the major sheep farming nations to learn, extend the shearing season, and swap
insights and best practices.

Read more.

 

DIEREGESONDHEID / ANIMAL HEALTH

Pulpy kidney: Timeous planning for the best outcome

When your sheep suddenly die, the first disease that usually comes to mind is pulpy
kidney. Although there are various reasons for sudden mortalities among sheep, pulpy
kidney is the most common cause and is especially prevalent in lambs from the ages of
three weeks to three months or six to twelve months.

According to Dr Danie Odendaal of Veterinarian Network, pulpy kidney is not transmitted
from one farm to the next, or from newly bought-in sheep that come into contact with your
flock. Rather, the disease is usually already present on your farm. It is caused by the
bacterium Clostridium perfringens type D, which is found on all farms. It is therefore not
unique to a specific farm and is present everywhere in the soil.

Read more.

TEGNIESE ARTIKELS / TECHNICAL ARTICLES

Boerdery is net ’n som

Gesonde balansstate en hoë netto
inkomste beteken nie noodwendig dat die
kontantvloei van ’n boerdery gesond is nie.
Die betaling van rente en skuldpaaiemente
kan ’n boerdery se besteebare inkomste
onder druk plaas en produsente se
lewensbestaan beïnvloed, sê Isak Staats,
algemene bestuurder van wol en
sybokhaar by BKB.

Produsente kan egter met klein
bestuursaanpassings hul netto boerdery-
inkomste (NBI) aansienlik verhoog. Net so
kan die faktore wat buite die produsent se
beheer is, soos ’n styging in die wol- of
vleispryse, die produsent se situasie op die
plaas verbeter.

Lees meer.

 

 

Riglyne vir die ontsmetting van voertuie tydens ’n BEK-uitbreking:
’n Ingenieursbenadering tot praktiese plaasbiosekuriteit

Wanneer ’n uitbreking van bek-en-klouseer (BEK) plaasvind, val die fokus gewoonlik
onmiddellik op die beheer van dierebewegings. Wat egter dikwels onderskat word, is die
rol wat voertuie in die oordrag van die virus tussen plase speel.

Vanuit ’n ingenieursoogpunt moet biosekuriteit nie as ’n los stel reëls beskou word nie,
maar as ’n beheerde stelsel met duidelike toegangspunte en beheermaatreëls. Elke
voertuig wat ’n plaas binnegaan of verlaat, vorm ’n koppelvlak tussen ’n biosekuriteitsone
en die buitewêreld. Indien hierdie koppelvlak nie beheer word nie, word dit ’n risiko.

Modder, mis, gras en organiese materiaal wat aan wiele en onderstelle vaskleef, kan
virusdeeltjies bevat. Wanneer die voertuig na ’n volgende plaas beweeg, word die risiko
onwetend saamgeneem.

Eenvoudig gestel: as die organiese materiaal beweeg, beweeg die virus saam.

Lees meer.

 

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE VAN
VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

MAART-KALENDER / MARCH CALENDAR

Kom ons kyk waarmee ons produksie-adviseurs in Maart besig
gaan wees:

Let’s take a look at what the communal production advisors will be
up to in March:

https://www.bkb.co.za/fibre
https://nwga.co.za/hollard-insurance-risk-cover/
https://www2.zoetis.co.za/products-solutions/sheep-and-goats/
https://www.wtbsa.co.za/listing/fleece-testing
https://agriorbit.com/victoria-wesskou-trotse-telers-steel-die-kollig/
https://www.kannaindustries.co.za/products/
https://voermol.co.za/af/aflaaivantoep/
https://agriorbit.com/steynsburg-animal-hospital-rolls-out-the-urban-livestock-agri-plan/
https://www.molatek.co.za/product/molatek-sheep-fattening-concentrate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20936248268&gbraid=0AAAAAquvCcfgtImI-GQ1_STUCuab6ByQN&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkNLZqqH3kgMV6ZZQBh1rWwuDEAAYASAAEgIUAfD_BwE
https://www.dunlopboots.africa/
https://conference.dohnemerino.com/
https://www.ovk.co.za/Products/Page/20/Wool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avHNh4VAkbA
https://woolnews.net/2026/01/30/australian-wool-production-for-2025-26-revised-down-to-244-7-mkg-greasy/
https://nationalsheep.org.uk/our-work/news/shearer-visa-crisis-threatens-global-cultural-exchange/
https://agriorbit.com/pulpy-kidney-timeous-planning-required/
https://kyronagri.com/product/ovi-clos-p/
https://agriorbit.com/boerdery-is-net-n-som/
https://rumax.co.za/mixers/
https://agriorbit.com/ontsmetting-van-voertuie-tydens-n-bek-uitbraak/
https://www.anbvet.co.za/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Veeplaas-Maart-2026-digimag/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Stockfarm_March-2026/
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb4ldGRA89Mei7cZAm04
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057463149218
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwoolgrowers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-wool-growers-association-nasionale-wolkwekersvereniging/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

